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Statistics 2040-40 Online Business Statistics 
Spring 2018 

 
LOCATIONS AND TIMES: 
   STAT2040-40 – Online 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. William J. Christensen (Dr. C) 
Telephone:  435.652.7665 
Office: Hazy School of Business #323 / call or email for appointment 
Email:  christenb@dixie.edu 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: STAT 2040 Business Statistics (3 Credit Hours). Introduction to basic statistical 
reasoning, including data distributions, descriptive statistics, probability and probability distributions, and 
sampling distributions, as well as inferential methods such as tests of hypotheses, analysis of variance, and 
regression. If you have questions concerning the prerequisites, please contact the Business Advising Office. 
 
TEXT:  No required text - optional (highly recommended) text: Elementary Statistics Using Excel, by Mario Triola 
(any edition – really cheap if you buy online used) for example ISBN 0-201-69942-7 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES (LO’s): This course is intended to address selected Bachelor of Business 
program learning outcomes on the introductory and developmental levels: 

1. Students will demonstrate a working knowledge of core business processes: 
a. Students will demonstrate a working knowledge of core statistics functions. 
b. Students will analyze a complex process, identify relevant functional statistical issues, 

and suggest viable alternatives. 
2. Students will process a complex process and develop sound alternatives for action utilizing 

qualitative and quantitative analysis. 
3. Students will demonstrate professional quality interpersonal and communication skills: 

a. Students will deliver a professional quality oral presentation(s). 
b. Students will prepare a professional quality written presentation(s). 
c. Students will identify the essential elements of successful teamwork and will reflect 

upon their competency and experiences in applying them. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course will provide students with knowledge of the fundamental purposes and 
uses of statistics in business and in everyday life. Students will develop their skills related to statistics as they 
carefully study course materials, complete assignments, and prepare for examinations. 

1.    Recognize, calculate and interpret descriptive statistics [LO 1A]. 
2.    Calculate basic probability events and develop intuition related to probability [LO 2]. 
3.    Perform statistical analyses in MS Excel [LO 1B, 2, 3B, & 3C]. 
4.    Define and develop hypothesis tests and interpret results [LO 2]. 
5.    Define and develop correlation and regression tests and interpret output [LO 1B & 2]. 

 
GRADING & EXAMS:  Grades will be based on student performance on a syllabus quiz, an introductory discussion 
post, eight discussion assignments, eight practice exams, eight section exams and a comprehensive final exam. 
Section exams are taken in the DSU Testing Center. Practice exams are taken at any computer with an 
internet connection through the Canvas class website.  To take a section exam you must go to the DSU 
Testing Center, access the Canvas class website, and logon using your personal username and password. After 
you enter the Canvas class website, click QUIZZES on the Canvas menu and then select the appropriate section 
exam you are taking. Next, you will be asked for a password. This is a password that only the Testing Center 
can input. Violation of this procedure is cheating and would clearly indicate a lack of integrity. Even a single 
instance of cheating may result in an “F” for the entire course. You are only allowed to access the exam and MS 
Excel on the testing center computer. You are NOT ALLOWED to access any other websites, including 
instructional material on the course website, during the exam. Also, no emails, texts or cell phone calls while 
taking exams. However, you ARE ALLOWED TO HAVE one 8-1/2 x 11 inch sheet of paper with 
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HANDWRITTEN personal notes, front and back (i.e., your own handwriting, no machine printed or copied notes, 
and no notes from other students). YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE AND KEEP A COPY OF YOUR NOTES FOR HELP IN 
STUDYING FOR THE FINAL EXAM. Notes you take to the DSU Testing Center will be collected and destroyed. 
You can also have a sheet of blank scratch paper, provided by the testing center. When you complete an exam 
and submit it, the computer will show your score for that exam. The score will also be posted in Canvas for your 
review (other students CANNOT see your score) and you can see summary statistics related to each exam. The 
Personal Notes that you use for an exam and any scratch paper used MUST be turned into the testing center 
desk before you leave. YOU MUST NOT remove any material (physically or digitally) from the testing center 
that you used or created during the exam. 
 
The key to doing well on the exams is to practice, practice, and practice. Statistics is more than knowledge, it is a 
skill that is only obtainable through consistent use and practice - GRIT. Course materials and practice exams 
are designed to provide you with practice and experience in completing the types of problems you will 
encounter on the exam. Successful students in this course study the course materials thoroughly, take and 
thoroughly understand the practice exams, and review all materials prior to taking each section exam. I HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND that you purchase a used copy of any previous edition of one of Mario Triola’s Elementary 
Statistics Using Excel textbooks. The books provide many practice problems (with correct answers), providing 
an excellent chance to practice. Used texts generally cost less than $10 on Amazon or eBay. 
 
 
Course Schedule – see Canvas course website 

 
Grades will be assigned according to the following scale: 
A = 93.0 - 100% A- = 90.0 - 92.9% 
B+ = 87.0 - 89.9% B = 83.0 - 86.9% B- = 80.0 - 82.9% 
C+ = 77.0 - 79.9% C = 73.0 - 76.9% C- = 70.0 - 72.9% 
D+ = 67.0 - 69.9% D = 63.0 - 66.9% D- = 60.0 - 62.9% 
 
A good working knowledge of Excel is essential in order to succeed in this Statistics course. If you 
are unfamiliar or uncomfortable using Excel, I strongly suggest you take a course in Excel BEFORE 
taking this course. 
 
ASSISTANCE: I want to help you succeed in this course. I am available by email at christenb@dixie.edu or you 
can call or visit. Please stop by my office (Hazy 323) during normal office hours or make an appointment. I will 
be happy to meet with you. You are encouraged to form study groups, and I am willing to meet with study 
groups, by appointment. 
 
I also suggest you utilize the “Discussions” link on Canvas. 
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