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"Upon birth all children need two things--love and braces. One is required 
immediately, the other delayed temporarily.  Both insure a lifetime of 
smiles."  For Doctor Robert Prince, he wholeheartedly believes this saying 
that adorns the walls of his orthodontic practice.  A graduate of Dixie High 
School and at the time, Dixie Junior College, Dr. Prince knew he'd always 
return to his roots.  After four years of dental school at the University of 
Southern California and a residency in orthodontics to specialize, Prince 
moved back to St. George and formed a partnership with Dr. Mervyn Cox in 
1983.  "St. George has always been home.  I can't imagine any other place 
being home.  We [he and his wife] thought briefly of staying in southern 
California and had some good opportunities, but we wanted to come back 
home.  It was a good choice."  Dr. Prince followed in his father's footsteps of 

practicing orthodontics.  His father, Dr. R.A. Prince, was southern Utah's first orthodontist.   

In 1994, Doctors Prince and Cox divided the practice, and Prince currently has branch offices in Kanab and Beaver where 
he visits patients once a month.  His first day in Beaver, he remembers seeing 42 patients, calling it a "busy practice ever 
since."  During his exclusive practice of orthodontics, Prince has been affiliated with memberships in the American 
Dental Association, the Utah Dental Association (where he once served as President of the Southern Utah District), the 
American Association of Orthodontists, the Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists and the Utah Association of 
Orthodontists (where he served as President in 1998).  Prince says that all the different boards and associations he's 
been a part of have helped make him become a more "informed orthodontist"-- with what the issues are, government 
regulations, and how treatment trends affect each person and their practice.  He understands that the changing world of 
technology requires him to stay current on new procedures and materials.  He says much of the equipment and 
technology being used today is something they could have only dreamed about when he was first in practice.  Today, 
"orthodontics is much more comfortable.  It's quicker.  It appeals to more people."   With the uncertainty plaguing the 
medical profession, he believes that everyone is going to have to be "a little smarter, a little quicker, streamline their 
operation a little bit to try and give more value to those patients who are seeking treatment."  

As a long standing orthodontist in the community, Prince says it's fun to see former patients around town and children 
of past patients.  When talking of former patients he says "it's a wonderful way to work and a wonderful way to be of 
some service to others and do something that's valuable for someone.  I love the profession."  But when they're bringing 
in their grandchildren, he says, that's when he knows "it's time to hang it up."  Through his nearly 30 years of practicing 
orthodontics, Prince estimates that he's seen anywhere from 10-12,000 patients.  On any given day, he can see up to 60 
patients.  "You wouldn't think that orthodontics would be seasonal but it is.  Every kid wants their braces off as soon as 
school gets out and wants them put on before school starts."   

When talking about integrity, Dr. Prince recounts his childhood growing up in a St. George neighborhood surrounded by 
people who had integrity-- Will and Juanita Brooks, "two pillars of the community"; Senator Orville Hafen and his 
children, Bruce and Margaret; Dr. A. W. McGregor and Bernice, "wonderful people"; Doctor Sheldon Johnson and Bruce 
Stucki; "people who have really made this community what it is."  Thanking those people who have been instrumental in 
his life, Prince defines integrity and honesty as "trying to live our lives in a way that we won't bring shame or concern to 
any of our family members.  That's a big concern for me.  I think a lot of the things we should do, we ought to keep in 
mind those that we love and how would they feel about what we do.  I hope someday my children and grandchildren 
will look at me the way I feel about my grandparents and parents."  


