
COURSE: FIN 4380    Financial Modeling and Decision Making Fall 2010 
INSTRUCTOR:  Neil Walter     email:  walter@dixie.edu 
OFFICE: Hazy #344          Office: 879-4310 

                                                  Cell: 229-1205 
CREDIT: 3 Semester Hours 
CLASS SCHEDULE: Thursdays at 5:15      Room 243 
TEXT: The Psychology of Investing, the Excel Bible 
 
CORRESPONDANCE:  Expect to receive correspondence via blackboard.  In the event there is a syllabus 
change or an announcement that needs to be sent to the class, it will be set posted to blackboard.  I will also 
be posting assignments, answer keys, and course updates periodically to Blackboard as well.  If you have 
questions, please don’t hesitate to give me a call or send me an e-mail.  I usually check my e-mail each day, 
but sometimes when I am not on campus for a couple of days, I may be slow to get to all of my email.  The 
office number is for my office here on campus.  To contact me via phone, try my cell or work number.  I am 
fine with text messages—just make sure you tell me who you are. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The syllabus includes objectives and a schedule for the course.  Any changes to the 
syllabus will be announced in class.  The Syllabus is subject to change, and it is extremely likely that it will 
during the course of the semester.  As a student, you may request a revised copy of the syllabus at any time 
by sending me an e-mail. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The course is designed to for students interested in starting a business or purchasing a small business.  Topics 
will range from evaluating credit risk to valuing small businesses and new business ventures.  While 
participating students should have a background in finance, marketing, and accounting, the course work is 
designed to leverage these courses, not teach them.  Lectures are interactive and will include numerous guest 
speakers, and the related course work will be more practical than theoretical. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
When the student successfully completes this course he/she will be able to: 
1. Appreciate appropriate model architecture and explain why the way one builds a model influences 

the decision making process. 
2. Understand how to build a flexible model using Excel functions that is auditable (someone else can 

follow and check for errors). 
3. Build dynamic pro-forma financial statements that can be used for analysis and valuation purposes. 
4. Develop a model that illustrates risk return tradeoffs among larger asset portfolios that textbooks 

limit to two asset portfolios because of the difficulty of the calculations. 
5. Implement tools such as sensitivity analysis, scenario analysis, and simulation to extract more 

information from the models that improve decision making. 
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ATTENDANCE: 
Regular Attendance in required for this course.  If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to contact a 
fellow student or me to find out what you missed.  Attendance will be taken in class.  Even if you know you 
will be absent for institutional absences, you must make arrangements for the materials covered.   
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Reading:  In order to remain current with class progress and discussion, there will be some assigned reading, 
particularly with the cases.  I expect you to come prepared for class.  This will enable you to learn the 
material much better, contribute more to class discussion, and prepare you to meet the objectives of the 
course.  
 
Assignments:  Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date scheduled.  Assignments are to be 
completed individually and will be scored individually.  Unless noted otherwise, assignments must by typed. 
 Late assignments will receive no more than ½ credit.  If you are going to be absent/late for a any reason on 
the day an assignment is scheduled, please make arrangements to turn in the article prior to when it is due. 
All work must be your own.  Plagiarism or cheating in any form will result in no credit.  All articles will 
receive a score of 0, 1, 2, or 3.  For a 3, all questions must be answered, it must be on time, typed, and where 
appropriate, it must be at least 75% correct.  Half credit is awarded for a partially complete assignment or a 
complete assignment that is late.  A 0 is awarded for an assignment that is not completed or where minimal 
or no effort is made. 
 
Projects 
There are five projects due in this class.  You will work on each of these projects in a team of three.  Teams 
need to be finalized by the end of the second class.  Each of these projects will require preparation of a 
written summary and an excel file that will be turned in for a grade.  As a group, you will need to be prepared 
for each class to make a presentation of your findings and recommendations.  The respective assignments will 
outline the requirements for that particular situation. 
 
Grading will come from three components:   

1) Written Summaries and Excel file: Each written summary must be typed and will be scored 
from 0 to 10 where a 10 will be given for a complete assignment meeting all of the objectives.  
Late assignments earn ½ of the score they would have earned if they were turned in on time.  No 
credit is given where minimal effort is made or no written summary is turned in.  An exceptional 
analysis and effort may earn an additional .5 points for extra credit. 

2) Presentations: There will be a minimum of two presentations for this course.  Each group should 
come prepared to present their findings to the class.  The presenting groups will be determined 
randomly, although no group will be expected to make more than 3 presentations over the 
course of the semester.  Scoring is the same as for written summaries.  If your group is not 
present on a day when they are assigned to present, you will receive a 0. 

3) The third component is your peer evaluation.  Periodically throughout the semester, the other 
members of your group will evaluate your performance and this evaluation will be incorporated 
into your grade.  

 



Again, if you are going to be absent/late for any reason on the day a case is scheduled, make you’re your 
group will be represented.  All work must be your own.  Plagiarism or cheating in any form will result in no 
credit for the assignment and may result in no credit for the class. 
 
EXAMS: 
The Mid-term exam will be an evaluation of your ability to apply the Excel formulas and principles covered 
during the first half of the class.  The final Exam will be a due on the day Final Exams are due.  It will test your 
knowledge and ability to apply the techniques and principles learned in this class.  Details will be announced 
toward the end of the semester. 
 
OFFICE VISITS: 
Feel free to contact me at any time via phone or e-mail with questions regarding the class.  I will return your 
call or e-mail as soon as possible.  Office hours will be posted on my door, although I can be available before 
or after class on most days.   
 
ADA INFORMATION: 

If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and are requesting reasonable 
academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to 
your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. 
 Students are to contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with and receive assistance in the 
documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability.  You may 
call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. We are located in the Student Services 
Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 
 
REBELMAIL EMAIL ACCOUNTS: 
Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail email account.  This information includes 
your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates 
and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are 
automatically assigned a Dmail account.  If you do not know your user name and password, go to  
www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information 
sent to your Dmail, so please check it often. 
 
Dixie State College, as well as your instructor, wants you to be successful. Take advantage of the Tutoring 
Center and the Writing Center—(652-7743 for hours or appointment—or online at http:dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 
in the Browning Building.  DSC has open access computer labs in the Smith Computer Center and the 
Browning Library. Materials to supplement the course are regularly placed in the Browning Library for your 
use, and, of course, the library has a vast wealth of information to assist you in research. More detailed 
information about those facilities and the Testing Center (652-7696) in the Browning Building will be given 
you in class. 
 
GRADING: 
Please keep all graded tests and homework assignments until you complete the course and receive a final 
grade.  If I make a mistake in your grade, your graded work will be required to make corrections.  Grades are 
for percentages greater than or equal to the percentage shown and are calculated using the weightings below. 



 

Individual Assignment weights   15 % 
Projects   35 % 
Presentations   10 % 
Peer Evaluation   5 % 
Mid-term Exam  15% 
Final Exam   20 % 
Total   100% 
 

CLASS SCHEDULE:   
Class Topic Assignments

1 Model Purpose and Description, Influence Diagrams None

2 Formulas: Dates, Lookup, Reference, Data Analysis Assignment 1

3 Logical Functions and Range Names Assignment 2

4 Auditing and Array Functions Assignment 3

5 Automation, Goalseek and Solver Assignment 4

6 Charts, Pivot Tables, Autofilter Assignment 5

7 Project 1 Introduction

8 Project 1 Presentations Project 1

9 Project 2 Introduction

10 Project 2 Presentations Project 2

11 Project 3 Introduction

12 Project 3 Presentations Project 3

13 Project 4 Introduction

14 Project 4 Presentations Project 4

15 Project 5 Introduction

16 Project 5 Presentations Project 5

TBA Final Exam  

Percent 93% 90% 87% 83% 80% 77% 73% 70% 67% 63% 60% 0%
Grade A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F
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